


www.ecf.com
ECF gratefully acknowledges financial support from the 
LIFE Programme of the European Union

ECF gratefully acknowledges financial support from the 

cycling industry via Cycling Industries Europe

Henk Swarttouw
President of the European Cyclists’ Federation

Email: h.swarttouw@ecf.com

Twitter: @copenhenken



Dutch National 
Cycling Policy

May 19th 2021

Mr. Erik van den Eijnden
Deputy program manager Bicycle  – Ministry of Infrastructure & 
Water Management

Mr. Lucas Harms
Managing Director - Dutch Cycling Embassy

Mr. Henk Swarttouw
President - European Cyclists’ Federation



Cycling in the Netherlands
A short introduction by the Dutch Cycling Embassy

May 19th 2021

Dr. Lucas Harms



Dutch Cycling Embassy



WHY INVEST IN CYCLING?





PEDALING THROUGH PANDEMIC



CYCLING IN THE NETHERLANDS



NATIONAL NETWORK



TRAFFIC CALMING



PROPER INVESTMENT



IT WASN’T ALWAYS THIS WAY



CYCLING AS RESPONSE TO CRISIS



FROM POP-UP TO PERMANENT



HARDWARE, SOFTWARE & ORGWARE



Dutch National 
Cycling Policy 

Cycling software & orgware

(also) leading to

more & more cycling hardware 

in the Netherlands
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Cycling software: everyone cycles in the Netherlands...



...even our (prime) minister(s) & Royal family
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Dutch 
Cycling Orgware

Planning of infrastructure

Planning of bicycling infrastructure

Renewed collaboration on national level
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#

#

#

# Renewed National Cycling Policy



1950’s
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National road planning



1980’s
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Cycling policy decentralized to provinces and municipalities

1990’s
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Start new national cycling collaboration
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2015
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1st & 2nd stage

20202017

overall goal:

20% more 
cycling km 

in 2027



Joint effort: Tour de Force
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2020
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Coalition Agreement 2017

Climate Agreements 2019

200.000 more commuters on bikes

27

#

#

#

# Investments in cycling infrastructure
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•200.000
extra commuters on bike between 2018 and 2021

State Secretary 
Ms. Stientje van Veldhoven:
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17 Cycling Ambassadors





Dutch 
Cycling Hardware

Current investments in cycling 
infrastructure

31

#

#
National Cycling(infrastructure) 
Vision 2040
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100 million (National Coalition 

Agreement 2017)

75 million (National Climate 

Agreement 2019) 

360 million (co-funding by local and 

regional governments)

Current investments in 
cycling infrastructure
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New National Cycling Vision 2040
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Tack för
att du lyssnar

Interaction
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#

# Questions
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Fietsslachtoffers 

• Van alle verkeersdoden is ongeveer een derde van de slachtoffers een fietser. 

• • Sinds 2013 (het laagste punt in de afgelopen 10 jaar) stijgt het aantal verkeersdoden licht 
Deze stijging is bij de fiets duidelijk zichtbaar. In 2018 vielen de meeste doden onder fietsers 
sinds 2000 (228); in 2019 waren het er 203. Het CBS geeft aan dat minstens 65 (32%) van 
de deze doden een e-fiets bereden. Dit terwijl ongeveer 18% van alle fietsverplaatsingen en 
26% van de afgelegde fietsafstand met een e-fiets gaat. 

• • Mannen komen duidelijk vaker te overlijden door een fietsongeval dan vrouwen (zie Figuur 
44). Dit geldt voor alle vervoerwijzen, niet alleen voor de fiets. 

• • De meeste fietsverkeersdoden zijn 70 jaar en ouder
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Ambitions Tour de Force

• By 2027, 20% more bicycle miles: 

– More space for bicycles in the city 

– Better facilities for bicycles in the chain 

– High quality regional routes 

– More cyclists and bicycle use 

– More knowledge and data about cyclists
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The Dutch system of spatial planning & bike infra

2004



Dutch Cycling Embassy
A public-private network for sustainable, bicycle 
inclusive mobility.

An intermediary between the demand for Dutch cycling 
expertise and parties that can deliver.

75+ partner organizations.



Experience the Dutch 
cycling culture first hand

Think about best 
possible solutions and
achievable results

Act by applying these 
solutions to your local
context

Learn more about
effective policies and best 
practices

Do you want more cyclists in your city?



Source: Dutch Cycling Vision

… it is fast

… it is 
sustainable

… it is 
healthy

… it offers 
freedom



… it offers 
space

… it offers 
security

… it is 
cheap

… society 
benefits

Source: Dutch Cycling Vision



Do you want more space 
for cyclists in your city?

No need to reinvent the wheel



Hardware: the material/physical 

necessities for cycling

Software: the human side of mobility

Orgware: the cooperation process 

needed between all the actors 

Bicycle inclusive mobility



Dutch Cycling Embassy
Nicolaas Beetsstraat 2A

3511 HE Utrecht

The Netherlands

www.dutchcycling.nl

info@dutchcycling.nl

+31 (0) 15 202 6116

@Cycling_Embassy

Dutch Cycling Embassy

@Cycling_Embassy

@dutchcyclingembassy



WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY



DON’T BE AFRAID TO EXPERIMENT



THINK AT THE NETWORK LEVEL





EVERY BIKE PLAN NEEDS A CAR PLAN
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